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PART  I:  WRITTEN  RECEPTION  (60 points)

(ACCESS  TO  INFORMATION  FROM  WRITTEN  TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1–8.

TOO  MANY  PHOTOS?
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I How often do you use your smartphone camera? Surveys show that about 90% of  

smartphone owners of all age groups do so regularly. At a café, people take pictures of their meal 

before they eat. During family celebrations, they are busy taking photos of relatives and friends. 

 

the smartphone.

II You might think that looking at these photos will help you recall your experiences. But is  

that really so? Think, for example, of the family event where you spent so much time taking  

pictures. Can you recall conversations you had or new people you met? Do you remember the  

Probably not. "When you focus on taking photos,  

you are likely to miss many different aspects of an experience – how you feel, what you hear,  

what you smell or taste," you  

can form long-lasting memories only if you notice many of these things."

III The effects of camera use   

one experiment, for example, two groups of students toured a beautiful, historic building and were 

told to remember as many details about it as possible. One group had their smartphones and took 

pictures as they toured; the other group walked around without smartphones. A week later, both 

out a questionnaire. It was found that the students who took photos remembered  

fewer details about the building than those who did not.

IV Interestingly, the effects of camera use on memory can be mixed. In another experiment,  

a group of people toured a museum exhibition while listening to recorded explanations about  

the objects on display. Some group members did not have cameras during the tour. Others did,  

and they were told to take at least ten photos. Afterwards, it was found that the people who took 

pictures remembered more visual details of the objects they saw. However, they remembered  

fewer of the explanations.

V So, will our smartphone camera always distract us from  

experiences? According to Miller, not at that 

café, most of your time should be spent food," 

she advises. "And when you do take pictures, they  

meaningful. That way, you will have photos that are truly important to you. And you will also  

enjoy – and better remember – a much fuller experience."
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QUESTIONS  (60 points)

Answer questions 1–8 in English, according to the text. In questions 2 and 4, circle the number of 

the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What are we told in paragraph I?

PUT  A    BY  THE  TWO  CORRECT  ANSWERS.

....... i) 

....... ii) Why smartphones are used mainly for taking pictures.

....... iii) How common the use of smartphone cameras is.

....... iv) Why so many people own smartphones.

....... v) What people do with the photos on their smartphones.

....... vi) At what events people take pictures.
(2x5=10 points)

2. According to paragraph II, what does the question "But is that really so?" in lines 6–7 mean?

It means:

i) But do you really enjoy taking pictures?

ii) But do you really take so many pictures?

iii) But do photos really help you remember events?

iv) But do you really look at all the photos on your smartphone?
(6 points)

3.

(paragraph II)

COMPLETE  THE  SENTENCE.

You will be able to .
(8 points)

4. What can we understand about the participants in the experiment described in paragraph III?

i) How they were chosen.

ii) How much time they spent in the building.

iii) What details they were given about the building.

(6 points)
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5. In the experiment described in paragraph III, which group remembered more details about the

building they toured?

COMPLETE  THE  ANSWER.

The group that  .
(8 points)

6. What positive effect did using the camera have on participants in the experiment described in

paragraph IV?

COMPLETE  THE  SENTENCE.

They were able to  . 
(8 points)

7. What might using the camera at a café distract people from doing?

Give ONE answer from lines 25–27.

ANSWER:  . 
(7 points)

8. According to use the smartphone camera?

(paragraph V)

COMPLETE  THE  ANSWER.

Using it only to  .
(7 points)

6 7

didn’t have their smartphones.

remember more visual details of the objects they saw. 

(spending time) talking to the people they are with.

take pictures of moments you find meaningful.
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PART  II:  WRITTEN  PRODUCTION  (40 points)

(WRITTEN  PRESENTATION)

IMPORTANT: You may use words and/or phrases from the text in Part I.

However, you must NOT copy a sentence or sentences from the text.

Write 100–120 words in English on the following topic.

9. In your opinion, why do people take a large number of photos with their smartphone cameras?

Write a composition stating and explaining your opinion. You may relate to your own experience 

and/or that of others.

Use this page and the next (pages 7–8) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your  version here. If necessary, you may use page 10 as well.
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