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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (60 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7.

10

20

25

CAN FACTS CHANGE OUR MINDS?

yaa 7zarnr

.O"WwoHNnN N7

I  Have you ever tried to convince a friend who disagrees with you that you are right? Although

you present logical arguments and scientific facts, your friend remains unconvinced. Most people are

familiar with this experience. Once people have formed an opinion, it is nearly impossible to change

their minds. One example of this phenomenon is the subject of climate change. Although temperatures

are rising and glaciers are melting, some people still claim that global warming is a myth.

I Why do people cling to their beliefs despite evidence showing they are wrong? Scientists

Mercier and Sperber claim that humans developed this tendency thousands of years ago, when they

lived in tribes. Cooperation was essential. If you disagreed with your tribe, you were pushed out, which

made survival almost impossible. Nowadays, though not a question of life or death, it is still important

for people to belong to a group. The approval of their social circle is often more important than learning

the truth.

IIT Another reason people won't change their minds might be that the information they get confirms

what they already believe. Especially today, although there are many sources of information available,

people are rarely exposed to material that contradicts their beliefs. The newspapers they choose to read,

the social media groups they belong to and the TV programs they watch all say the same thing, so people

are certain that what they believe is the truth.

IV People often identify with their views so strongly that any attempt to change their beliefs might be

understood as a personal attack. So, is there any hope of changing people's minds? Clearly, the first step

is not to make them feel you think they are ignorant. Instead, says Professor Ozan Varol, give them a

friendly excuse to change their minds. For example, tell them that what they believe now was considered

true in the past because it was based on what was known then. But now there is new information, which

will surely convince them to agree with you.

V  According to author James Clear, the only chance of changing someone's opinion is if you both

agree on most other topics. It is hard to accept the opinion of someone whose views on every subject

contradict yours. James Clear also claims that if they abandon their beliefs, they risk losing their social

ties, their "tribe." Therefore, in order to succeed, you have to bring them into your own circle of friends.

The bottom line is that facts don't change people's minds but friendship may.
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QUESTIONS (60 points)
Answer questions 1-7 in English, according to the text. In questions 1,4, 5 and 7, circle the
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number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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1. What do we learn in paragraph 1?7
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i) What can be done about climate change.
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ii) How you can convince your friends that they are wrong.
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iii) Why it's important to present scientific facts.

@ What usually happens when you try to change someone's opinion.
(7 points)

2.  What is the phenomenon referred to in line 4? (paragraph I)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

People rarely .. Cange their minds once they have formed an opinion. o

3. In what way are people today similar to the people who lived in tribes thousands of years ago and in
what way are they different? Take your answers from paragraph II.

Similarity: ..ItisImportant for people to belong to agroup: | e :

Difference: .. NOt belonging to a group is not a question of life or death. ..

4. What do we know about the information people are exposed to? (paragraph III)

@ The information usually supports the opinions they have.
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ii) It comes from groups that have different opinions.
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iii) It helps them change their minds about important topics.
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iv) Most of the information comes from the same source.
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(7 points)
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change their minds once they have formed an opinion.

adico
תיבת מלל
It is important for people to belong to a group.
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  Not belonging to a group is not a question of life or death.
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5. If you try to change their views, some people will (—). (paragraph IV)
i)  think you are ignorant
ii) reactin a friendly way

feel they are being attacked

iv) give you new information
(7 points)

6. What TWO conditions might make it possible to change someone's mind. (paragraph V)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCES.

(1) You have to ..28"€€ with him/her on most other topics.

(2) You have to .2ring him/her into your own circle of friends.

7. What may happen when people change their beliefs? (paragraph V)
i) They will convince others to join them.
They may lose the social circle they belong to.
iii) They will look for new information on every subject.

iv) They may look for ties with a larger social group.
(7 points)
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agree with him/her on most other topics.

adico
תיבת מלל
bring him/her into your own circle of friends.
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PART II: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (40 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 100—120 words in English on the following topic.

8. In your opinion, is it important for friends to agree on most subjects? Why or why not? Give reasons

to explain your opinion.

1nbyna

Use this page and the next (pages 7-8) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here:
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