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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7.

10

15

20 become popular during the pandemic. Who knows? We may never shake hands again.

THE END OF THE HANDSHAKE?

Y1 7anm

.O"WDNN N7

I  Like most young people, Jim Shuster was taught as a child that shaking hands with people was

important in society. He was told that it was a sign of respect and that it created a good first impression.

But Jim has always hated shaking hands. Now, with the Corona pandemic, he no longer has to do it.

II It seems that the pandemic has completely ended the practice of shaking hands, which has been

an accepted tradition since ancient times. Some people believe that this custom began as a sign of

peace. Showing an empty hand meant that you were not holding a weapon. In the 1800s, doctors

discovered that bacteria are passed from person to person through touch. So they began washing their

hands after treating each patient. Very soon after that, the number of infections among hospital patients

was reduced, but

I

doctors and everyone else continued to shake hands.

"I worried about handshakes long before the pandemic began because it was already known

that viruses and bacteria are passed by handshakes," says Dr. Simon Benson of the Mayflower School

of Health. "But handshakes are a tradition and people love traditions because they remind them

of happy events in the past. Some people even feel that the handshake is an important part of our

culture. For them, a return to the handshake means that we are back to normal," he adds. "However, 1

think it's time to replace the unhealthy handshake with something different. There are people who are

ready for a chang

v

ell

"Any alternative to the handshake should allow people to have eye contact, that is, people should

look directly at each other. It should also include some physical contact," says Dr. Benson. So far, the

only possibility that includes both physical contact and eye contact is the "elbow bump," which has
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QUESTIONS (70 points)

Answer questions 1-7 in English, according to the text. In questions 2 and 4, circle the number of
the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What do we learn in paragraph 1?7
PUT A v BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
\/ i)  Why Jim can stop shaking hands.
....... ii)  Why Jim used to hate shaking hands.
....... 1i1)  Why Jim doesn't believe shaking hands shows respect.
....... iv)  Why young people like to make a good impression.
....... v)  Why children don't like to shake hands.

....... vi) Why Jim was taught to shake hands with people.
(2x7=14 points)

2.  What do we learn about the history of handshakes in paragraph II?

\5"/ A i) Shaking hands became an accepted custom in the 1800s.
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ii)  People used to hold a weapon while shaking hands.

In the beginning, it was probably a sign of peace.
iv) Doctors told their patients to stop shaking hands.
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3. Asequence of cause and effect is presented below.
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COMPLETE SENTENCES (1) AND (3) ACCORDING TO PARAGRAPH II.
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(1) Doctors learned that .hacteria are passed from person to person through touch.. ...
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(2x7=14 points)
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√
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√
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תיבת מלל
bacteria are passed from person to person through touch.
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תיבת מלל
the number of infections among hospital patients was reduced. 
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4.

S.

@ Why he is against handshakes.

What does Dr. Benson explain in paragraph II1?
i)  How to create new traditions.
i)  Why many traditions should not continue.

iii) What to do instead of shaking hands.

(7 points)
Why are traditions important to people, according to Dr. Benson? (paragraph III)
ANSWER: . Because it reminds them of happy events in the past. :
(8 points)
According to Dr. Benson, some people think the handshake is important. What would it mean for those
people if we began to shake hands again? (paragraph III)
ANSWER: (It. means that) we are back tomormal. . .
(8 points)
According to Dr. Benson, what TWO qualities does the alternative to handshakes need to have?
(paragraph IV)
(1) Physicalcontacted.
(2) Oy O A, e
(2x6=12 points)
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 Because it reminds them of happy events in the past.
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(It means that) we are back to normal.
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physical contacted.
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eye contact.
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PART II: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (30 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 80—100 words in English on the following topic.

8. Traditions are common in families, schools and other areas in life. Do you think traditions are
important? Write a composition giving your opinion and explaining it. You may give examples.

(Do NOT give the handshake as an example.)

1Inbyna

Use this page and the next (pages 7-8) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here:
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