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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-6.

A CONVENIENT PET

I Aibo, a little dog with cute puppy eyes, follows his owner, wagging his tail. He makes

dog-like sounds, plays with toys, responds to commands, and occasionally misbehaves. Yet, as

realistic as he may be, Aibo is not a real dog. He is the creation of a hi-tech robotics company

which uses advanced artificial intelligence to make its robots life-like.

s I "Aibo is so similar to a real pet thanks to his ability to respond to voice, touch and faces,"

explains Mike Fasulo, president of the company. "Like a real dog, Aibo will sense your mood. If

you've had a hard day, he'll be calm and won't bother you. If you come home cheerful, he will dance

and jump around, showing you love." In addition, he reacts lovingly when you pet him and can be

trained to understand voice commands. He can also recognize up to 100 faces and differentiate

10  between children, adults and objects.

III Perhaps it's this ability to react to people that makes him such a popular pet. When Aibo was

initially released, Japanese customers bought over 20,000 units. When later introduced into the

United States, the entire supply was quickly bought up despite a price tag of close to 3,000 dollars.

IV What is so fascinating about robots like Aibo that people are ready to spend so much money

15 to buy one? Some experts believe it is because we are inherently social creatures. Psychologist Gail

Melson explains why people relate to robot-pets: "We learn to respond to living things around us

from a very early age. If a robot-pet moves, humans want to believe it's alive, and will treat it like

areal pet."

V  But Aibo is not alive and this is exactly what makes him such a valuable pet, especially

20 for children and the elderly. Aibo does not need to be fed, taken out for walks or treated by a

veterinarian. He doesn't chew up your cell phone or leave a mess to be cleaned up. He is there

purely to please his owner.

VI Aibo's ability to interact with people has another benefit for those who cannot care

for a real pet. Research shows that people with various health issues can often benefit from

25 animal-assisted therapy and that robotic pets may be as effective as real live dogs. Recent

studies on robot-pets for patients with memory problems, for example, link the time spent

with the robots to reduced levels of depression and anxiety.

VII  Not all researchers agree that robotic pets are as effective as real live dogs. Nevertheless,

no one disputes the advantages of these unique pets. They are a convenient option for pet-lovers

30  who cannot care for a live animal or who just don’t have the time.
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QUGN
NYAVENLY
LN 1G NN 7 : . : . : :
<\,’/,|\\i\‘<,~ll\'(\ ,’1 Answer questions 1-6 in English according to the text. In questions 1 and 4, circle the number of the
P4 -1
IV, Ve . . .
S\ AP V|| correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
N2 DN/
NN 20N
NV Y
RIGL A ,
Q8 284l 1. What do we learn in paragraph 1?
3~
/. AR . e .
\‘,\‘,’//\ a \‘,\‘, 1)  Why artificial intelligence was used.
LU A N
QUADTRY Why th d Aib
SN z\\;‘ﬁ i) y the company created Aibo.
INARERIN : .
(),’4\_\( - (),’; iii) Which commands Aibo obeys.
VAN -4 . . -
N2l =N iv)  Which toys Aibo likes.
APV .
\;‘/,\’, }7&\\\ S “ (7 points)
RVIAES AL
AN A/
\)/’/,\,\(;‘.’/‘,\,\/? 2. PUT A v BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
AN\, \Y 14
NI M N 1) . .
\:/\ (’,)“'_\:/,\a What makes Aibo so similar to a real pet? (paragraph II)
NNV LN,
NSANgISSAll i rding to his owner's mood.
’::‘/7 \7/ 2 /’X‘l::\,'/ i)  He behaves according to his owner's mood
YN ..
\,:5 (‘—l(l._/'\,:g @Al ii) He can understand one hundred words.
AAYNRAAZZA)
SN 2SN .
"( 7 (’z)/“'—/"(, Ml iii) He stays calm when he is at home alone.
S UN T IINS
WAUAARY . .
,3"7\,‘/}25\\7\3"7 ...... iv) He doesn't like to be petted.
ANARIAS VAN
Y VA7 . .
‘,:5(?@:},’,‘,:% ...... v) He shows love by jumping around.
TAAY2 A
~ \ Zal ‘SN . . .
4 l,’,(”),T:‘,\\, Mmoo e vi) He is cheerful whenever his owner comes home. .
ARG RRy (2x7=14 points)
NIV
AT
b e
S 34| 3. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
A YA AR \
S\ SN . . .
N7 (’/) 13/ In paragraph III, the writer mentions how much Aibo cost to show that although ..........c..ccccecenininine
NN ) N
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,\:‘7,/’ Qlj'\"l ....................................................................................
Y/ /|\’\\ ﬁ w4 (7 points)
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4. What does the psychologist explain in paragraph IV?
i)  How children treat real pets.
i)  Why people are inherently social creatures.
iii) How children can be taught to love pets.

iv) Why people may feel a connection to robot-pets.
(8 points)

5. According to recent studies, what effect does spending time with robot-pets have on people with
memory problems? (paragraph VI)
ANSWER- ..ottt ettt e st a et n e sa e nenre s .

(8 points)

6. According to paragraph VII, these pets are a "convenient option".
Give TWO examples from another paragraph that show this.
() ettt b h et b bt h et bt bt et e et bt e et et e be bt et et ebe et et e b .

() oottt e e e e et— et e et e eateeea—eeeteeeteeeateeeateeeateeeereeeteeereas .
(8x2=16 points)
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SN
PRI
SYASYOLSYY
15 \ (“/’-’l ’,5 (
A4 ) . _ . . . .
/\\, '\\,/( ,/, \ ./\\, '\\‘ Write 100-120 words in English on the following topic.
TN 20N
N2V Y N . . . . . I
,;:‘:7:,'/2: -2 :::‘:7 7. Many people say that having a real pet is a good thing for a child. Do you agree? Write a composition
YA =SY? .. .. ..
\1}0\—:‘ & |‘1}’, giving your opinion and explaining your reasons.
AV AR A
\\/'\I/ /,\ A .\\/'\4
NN AN
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N e L/
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,15‘\/'( /: - l,’,ﬂ‘w Use this page and the next (pages 7-8) for writing a rough draft.
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