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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (70 points)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-6.

10

15

A VERY SPECIAL PET

I  MeetAibo: a cute little dog that follows his owner, wagging his tail. He barks like a dog, plays with
toys, responds to commands and can shake hands. He is the perfect pet for dog-lovers. Yet, although
Aibo is realistic, he is not a real dog. He is a robot created by a Japanese hi-tech robotics company.

I "What makes Aibo seem so realistic is his ability to respond to voice, touch and faces," explains
Mike Fasulo, president of the company. "Aibo can sense your mood. If you've had a hard day, he'll be
calm and won't bother you. If you come home cheerful, he'll jump around, showing you love. He reacts
lovingly when you pet him, just like a real dog. He can also recognize 100 faces and the difference

between people and objects."

III Perhaps it's this ability to react to people that makes Aibo such a popular pet. When these
robot-pets were imported into the USA, the entire supply was quickly sold although each one cost
3,000 dollars. This raises the question why anyone would spend so much money on a robotic pet. Some
experts believe it is because people are naturally social creatures. Psychologist Gail Melson explains
why people relate to robot-pets. She says, "We learn to respond to living things around us from a very
early age. If a robot-pet moves like a real one, humans want to believe it's alive and will treat it like a

real pet."

IV But Aibo isn't alive and this is exactly what makes him so convenient, especially for children and
older people. Aibo does not need to be fed or taken for walks and he doesn't ruin the furniture. He is
there purely to interact with his owner. Robot-pets like Aibo are a great alternative for pet-lovers who

are unable to care for a live animal or who just don’t have the time.
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QUESTIONS (70 points)

Answer questions 1-6 in English, according to the text. In questions 2 and 5, circle the number of
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the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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1. PUT A v BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
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What do we learn about Aibo in paragraph I?
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.. 1) Why the company created him.

2.
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What his favorite toy is.
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..1ii) ~ What makes him so similar to a real dog.
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Where he likes to follow his owner.
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.. V) Why he can't obey commands.
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..vi)  What he is able to do.
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(8x2=16 points)
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2.  What is special about Aibo? (paragraph II)
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(1) He reacts to his owner's mood.
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(ii)) He stays calm when he is alone at home.
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(iii) He jumps at you when you are sad.
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(iv) He understands 100 words.

A
\
POSINY
==
72,
= I‘
AN

M

(9 points)

\‘
\/—
N
2y
X
A
S
X
-

/
\I
X
R\
2\
S\

SN
-\
S

3. According to paragraph II, Aibo can respond to touch. Give an example from this paragraph that
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shows this.
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4. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
According to paragraph III, we know that Aibo is popular because ..........cceecveeeciierciieriieeie e

(9 points)
5. What does the psychologist explain in paragraph II1?
(i) How children treat real pets.
(ii) Why people are social creatures by nature.
(iii) How children can be taught to love pets.
(iv) Why people may feel a connection to robot-pets.
(9 points)

6. Give TWO examples that show that Aibo is a suitable pet for people who can't have a real pet.

(paragraph IV)
(1) bbbttt a et .
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