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PART  I:  ACCESS  TO  INFORMATION  FROM  WRITTEN  TEXTS  (60 points)

60 60

 9-1 9-1

Read the book review below and then answer questions 1-9.

THE  HIDDEN  LIFE  OF  TREES
by Tim Lusher
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I Peter Wohlleben works in a forest in 
Germany. Two years ago, he wrote a book 
about his work. The book is called "The 
Hidden Life of Trees". I found the subject 
fascinating.

II Wohlleben believes that people look 
at trees in the wrong way. "In the past, like 
most people, I believed that trees compete 
with each other for light and space," says 
Wohlleben. "However, when I worked in the 
forest I saw that the opposite is true. Trees do 
a lot to help each other."

III  In his book, Wohlleben tells us that trees have ways to share information with each other. "It's 

trees send messages to each other through their roots. For example, trees tell other trees if they are in 
danger. They can also feed other trees and help young trees grow."

IV 
sounds strange, it seems that trees have feelings and are able to make decisions. I also believe that 

that there is still a lot that we do not know.

V Wohlleben's book became a bestseller in Germany last year. He is also very popular on TV 
shows. On the shows, he tries to make people understand that he is a serious scientist. He says, "I don't 
hug trees and I don't talk to them like some people do."

VI 
future will make them easier to believe.

Peter Wohlleben, forester

Photo by: Peter Wohlleben
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Answer questions 1-9 in English according to the book review. In questions 1, 2, 5, 6 and 9, circle 

the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What do we learn about Wohlleben in paragraph I?

i) Why he took his job.

ii) Where he works.

iii) When he started his job.
            (5 points)

2. What did Wohlleben learn from his work in the forest? (paragraph II)

i) How much space each tree needs.

ii) Trees help each other.

iii) People need to study trees more.
            (5 points)

3. How do trees send each other information?  (paragraph III)

ANSWER: ............................................................................................................................................... .
            (6 points)

4. Give TWO things trees can do for each other.  (paragraph III)

(1) ........................................................................................................................................................... .

(2) ........................................................................................................................................................... .

(2x6=12 points)

6

through their roots.
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5. Wohlleben believes that (–).  (paragraph IV)

i) trees can remember the past

ii) trees usually act like robots

iii) scientists know nothing about trees

(6 points) 

6. Wohlleben's ideas about trees (–).  (paragraph IV)

i) are very popular with German scientists

ii) changed the way he thinks about scientists

iii) 
(6 points)

7. How do we know that the book was successful?   (paragraph V)

ANSWER: ................................................................................................................................................ .
(7 points)

8. What does Wohlleben want people to know about him?  (paragraph V)

ANSWER: ................................................................................................................................................ .
(7 points)

9. What does the writer of the review think about the ideas in the book?  (paragraph VI)

i) Wohlleben didn't do enough research.

ii) He is not sure that the ideas are right.

(6 points)
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PART  II:  APPRECIATION  OF  LITERATURE  (40 points)

40 40

14-10 14-10

 MAMA  AND  HER  BANK  ACCOUNT / Kathryn Forbes

Answer questions 10-14 in English according to the story. Circle the number of the correct answer.

10. The children felt safe because (–).

i) they had a large home

ii)  Mama said she had a bank account

iii) Mama had a good job

(8 points)

11. What did Mama do with the coins that Papa brought from work?

i) She put them in the bank account.

ii)  She used them for rent and food.

iii)  She gave them to the children.

(8 points)

12. Why did Mama smile after she counted the money?

i) She could now help the children with their homework.

ii)  The family could go to Norway.

iii)  They didn't have to go to the bank.
(8 points)
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13. What does Katrin learn at the end of the story?

i) Mama doesn't like Katrin's story.

ii)  Mama lied to the children when they were little.

iii) They had a lot of money when she was young.

(8 points)

14. At the end of the story, Katrin feels (–).

i) surprised

ii)  insecure

iii) sorry 

(8 points)


