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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS
(60 points)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1-8.

10

20

25

PAPER OR SCREEN?

I When electronic books first appeared in the 1990s, they were expected to replace printed
books — and with good reason. Creating electronic texts is cheaper and faster than printing on paper.
and indeed, nearly everything that was once only published in print is now available online as
well. Furthermore, whole libraries can be stored on a single electronic device, such as a laptop or
a smartphone. Nevertheless, reading on paper remains considerably more popular. Last vear. for

example, only 28% of American readers reported reading e-books.

I Research from the past two decades may explain why electronic books have not fulfilled their
promise. Several studies point to the physical effort of prolonged reading on a screen, with 70% of
participants reporting headaches and eye strain. Such discomfort is also thought to be responsible
for the lower levels of concentration found in those reading from a screen rather than a book. Other
studies have shown that information from printed texts, unlike information read on a screen, can
often be remembered for weeks or even months. It is therefore not surprising that people consistently
report a preference for the printed page when reading long or complex texts, such as historical works

or scientific articles.

HI The physical features of a book also play an important part in the reading experience. "A book's
unique shape and size, and little imperfections like a torn page or a coffee stain, enable us to form a
mental image of it," says Dr. Philip Levitan of the Manchester Institute of Computer Science. "As
a result, finding our way around the book — for instance, when seeking out a particular passage —

becomes very easy. Electronic texts, by contrast, offer almost no visual clues to guide us."

IV Aware of readers' preference for printed books, many designers of e-books aim to provide
a similar reading experience. One of the new formats, for example, presents a left-hand page and
a right-hand page side by side, and enables readers to "turn" the pages with a flick of the finger.
However, simulating printed books has been found to backfire. "It reminds readers of what cannot be
provided on a screen — the feel of paper, the weight of a real book in their hands," says Dr. Levitan.

"Surveys show this actually increases resistance to electronic books rather than reduces it."
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A% What, then, is the future of reading on a screen? Dr. Levitan believes that the use of electronic
formats will grow steadily as more people learn to appreciate them for their distinctive features. "Think,
for example, of online magazines that offer you eye-catching articles to scroll through, with links to

anything from interactive maps to video animations," he says, "or of the possibility of enlarging the letters,
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30 which is useful to those who have trouble reading small print. The old is fine and needs preserving, but
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we should also know when to opt for the new."
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QUESTIONS (60 points)
Answer questions 1-8 in English according to the article. In questions 1, 2, 6 and 8, circle the
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number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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1. The example of American readers is given to show that (~). (paragraph I)
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1) everything can now be read on a screen
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ii) electronic books have many advantages
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iii) nowadays only 28% of people read books
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iv) most readers prefer printed books
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(7 points)

2.  When the writer says electronic books "have not fulfilled their promise” (lines 7-8), he means that

they (-).

i)  have been harder to produce than expected
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i1)  have become less popular over time

o,
~
el
AN
=
-
/
\,’

~

iit) have not taken the place of printed books
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iv) have been available to fewer readers than expected
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(7 points)
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3. Give ONE disadvantage of electronic texts as compared to printed ones. (paragraph 1)
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
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It is more difficult for readers OF eleCtIONIC LEXES TO 1oiiveeee et ee et erer e eeerereereaeeeeasaaenaens .
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4. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE ACCORDING TO PARAGRAPH Iil.
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According to Dr. Levitan, visual clues help readers to ..o e
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(8 points)
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Dr. Levitan mentions the possibility of enlarging the letters (line 29) as an example of ........c.ccoecevnee.

In paragraph IV the writer describes what designers of e-books have done in order to ............c.ccooe.......
What is Dr. Levitan’s conclusion regarding electronic formats? (paragraph V)
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Write your final version here. If necessary, you may use page 8 as well.
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