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ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (100 points)
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Read the report below and then answer questions 1-9.

Swap* — Don't Shop
by Stephen Nash

Today, many Americans have less money than before because of economic difficulties.
People are looking for ways to get the things they need without spending money.
One popular way of doing this is swapping. Swapping things is simple: you give
something to someone who needs it and in return, you receive something you want.

People do not pay each other for what they get, so they both save money.

Swapping, or exchanging one thing for another, has been done throughout history, but
modern technology has made it much easier. Swapping has become a huge success
thanks to the Internet. There are many sites where you can offer to swap items you no
longer need. On these swapping sites you can find a very large selection of things you
might want. There are even sites that connect people who want to swap their skills and
time. For example, on one of these sites, a gardener is offering to work a few hours a

week in your garden in exchange for cooking lessons.

The first swap sites were those offering to swap children's things. These sites are
very successful because many parents have things that their children have outgrown
and no longer need. Bonnie Ross, a 30-year-old mother from Boston says, "We have
three young children and we can't afford to buy them new things all the time. So I
swap things that my kids don't use anymore for things that they need now. I can get
almost anything by swapping. Last week I exchanged some toys for a desk for my

son. Swapping really helps solve our problem."
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20 In her book, The Benefits of Swapping, Lisa Cameron writes that for many years
Americans bought more than they needed. Now they find themselves with many
items they don't use. They realize that they can save money by swapping these items
for things they need, instead of buying new things. She claims that swapping on
the Internet is just one way that people can take part in this growing trend. Another

25 way is by meeting face-to-face to swap things. There are lots of community events,
where people from the same neighborhood get together to swap things. These events
help to strengthen the connections between people in the community. It seems that

swapping has many advantages and is here to stay!
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Answer questions 1-9 in English according to the report. In questions 4, 5, 6,
and 7, circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow
the instructions.
1. PUT A v BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.

What do we learn from lines 1-5?

........ i) What people spend their money on today.

........ i) Where people can pay less for the things they buy.

........ iii)  Why people have less money to spend.

........ iv)  Which things people like to swap.

........ V) Why people need so many things.

........ vi)  How people can get things without paying.

(2x8=16 points)

2.  What makes swapping today simpler than in the past? (lines 6-12)

ANSWER: o e e
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3.

You can get many things on swapping sites. Copy the words that show this.

(lines 6-12)

ANESWERE | covvervsonrensonmnvenssnmihnnosisss 88555 s s Trssnesminsssiupes sssmisssssssssasbonvssh cosssvmmosuns .

(9 points)

Working in a garden is mentioned in lines 11-12 as an example of work that (-).

(lines 6-12)

)
ii)
iif)

iv)

is difficult to find on Internet sites
people do in exchange for something they want
people often do to make money

has become easier with the help of technology
(10 points)

According to lines 13-19, children's things are popular items to swap because (-).

i)
ii)
iif)

iv)

there are many children in America
the first swap sites were for children
children grow up very quickly

parents want to buy special things for their kids )
(9 points)

In line 19, Bonnie Ross says, "Swapping really helps solve our problem."
What is the problem? (lines 13-19)

She doesn't know what to do with all her children's things.
She can't find the toys that she wants to buy for her children.
She doesn't have time to go shopping for her children.

She doesn't have enough money to buy things for her children.
(10 points)
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7.

Lisa Cameron says that today, people (-). (lines 20-28)
1) understand the importance of swapping

ii)  spend too much time shopping on the Internet
iii).  keep things instead of swapping them

iv)  should buy things in their neighborhoods
(9 points)

According to Lisa Cameron, how can people swap things in addition to swapping

on the Internet? (lines 20-28)

ANSWER: Lottt e e

(10 points)

What are the TWO advantages of swapping mentioned in lines 20-28.

ANSWER: (1) o e ;
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