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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)

Read the article below and then ansser questions 1-8.

1

20

THE MULTITASKING GENERATION

Watch teenagers today and you'll see them doing something extraordinary: chatting

" on their cellphones, sending text messages, checking their email and doing their

homework — all at the same time. In short, they seem to be natural multitaskers. "I

" can't even imagine doing my homework without texting my friends and listening to

music," says 16-year-old Emily Gray. "My parents keep telling me it's bringing my
grades down, but I don't sce the connection.”

Human beings have always had the capacity to attend to several things simultaneously.
Just think of the generations of mothers who have cooked supper while holdmo a
baby and keeping an eye on their other kids. And for close to a century we' ve been
driving our car while listening to the radio and chattmcr with passengers. ‘But there is-
no doubt the phenomenon has reached new heights in the computer age, when people
routinely conduct a dozen conversations online, watch a basketball game and order

.cinema tickets, all atonce.

This dramatic increase in multitasking has generated a great deal of scientific interest.
"Numerous studies show how the brain handles multitasking," says neurologist James

~Oakley. "We now know that whenever you perform several tasks at the same time,

vour brain actually ‘moves rapidiy back and forth between them." This ability of the
brain to switch from one task to another reaches peak level in adolescence and begins
to decline in midlife. Consequently, young children do not multitask well and neither
do older people,_ whereas those in their teens and-twenties d_d so with an ease that

“leaves the rest of us speechless.

- But even among the younger generation multitasking has its. limitations, cautions

Dr. Oakley, who has investigated its effects on college students. Not only do errors
go way up, but it takes far longer to complete the tasks than if they were done one
by one. Moreover, according to Stephanie Roberts of the Florida Brain Center, when

‘young pecple are accustomed to cramming several mentally demanding activities

into the same period of time, they lose the skill — and often the will ~ to stay focused
on one thing. "Heavy multitaskers have trouble filtering out irrelevant information,
remembering facts, and organizing their thoughts," says Prof. Roberts. "We've also
begun to look into what happens after years of this intense activity and we're alreadjf
seeing a link between multitasking and an impaired ability to grasp complex situations
or form lasting relationships. This means there may well be serious implications for
the way young people learn, understand the world, and interact with others."
| /3 Tnya Tunn/
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Modern technology has brought us new freedoms and possibilities, and the younger

generation in particular is embracing them enthusiastically. But while present-day

W
L]

multitasking may help kids cope with the frenzied pace of contemporary life, it might
~ come at too heavy a mental, psychological and social price. '

(Adapted from "The Multitasking Generzition," TIME, March 19, 2006)

QUESTIONS (60 points)

Answer questions 1-8 in English, according to the article. In questions 1, 3 and 6,
circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the
instructions. ' '

1. What is being coﬁtrasted in lines l1—6‘?
(i)  Ways of multitasking. |
(iiy  Purposes of multitasking.
(iii) Technologies used in mulfifasking.
- (iv) Attitudes towards multitasking.

(7 points)

2. .COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

" The first two examples in the second paragraph are given to show that multitasking

(8 points)
3. What do we learn from lines 14-217
(1) How multitasking affects behavior.
- (i) What tasks the brain handles easily.
(i) What enables people to multitask.
" (iv) * How to improve brain performance.
(7 points)
4.  COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. _
In lines 14-21 the writer explains why young adults ..o e
T (8 poinis)

/4 TRYa TYnn/
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5. . COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
Both Dr. Oakley and Prof. Roberts believe that ...

{8 points)

6. | Which of the following does Prof. Roberts' research deal with?
(i)  The relationships between multitaskers.
(i) The long-term effects of multitasking.
(ii)  The psychological reas.ons for ﬁultitashng.

(iv)y The 'personality of multitaskers. _
(8 points)

7. How might Emily Gray's homework (line 4) improve if she didn't multitask while
~ doing it? Give ONE way. Base your answer on another’paragraph.
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. '

- Herhomework MIGht o et ea e e e e et aareaans s
‘ (8 pomts)

8. In the last paraﬁraph the writer mentions the social price of muitltaskmcr Accordmg
to lines 22-33, what could that social price be? Give ONE answer.

* ANSWER: ............... R e, oo e N

“(6 points)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (40 points)
Write 120-140 words in English on the following topic.

 WRITE IN INK (NOT IN PENCIL). PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION TO HANDWRITING.
MAKE SURE YOU WRITE LEGIBLY AND TO THE POINT.

. Your school newspaper has asked réaders to write on the following topic:
Which is more important for success in life: a person‘s'natural abilities or hard work?

Write a passage for the newspaper, stating and explaining your opinion. You may

support your position with examples from your own experience and / or that of others.

! AnYsna

+ Use this page and the next (nos. 5-6) for writing a rough draft.
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“Write your final version here:

Innosna

SN NRTHZ DTNAY D81 Mot
TION TIWD MYID NON D997 IN PTYN2 PR



