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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)
Read the artlcle below and then answer questions 1-7.

AND THE WINNER IS..

An extraordmary group of people Cratlflered recently in San Fran01sco Cahforma
Among them were some of the wodd’s leachnc experts n ﬁelds such as astrophysms o
‘health, and energy, as well as successful entrepreneurs and mdustrlahsts Brought -
“together by the X Prize Foundation, an 010ar112at10n which rewards innovation with
"5 - cash, they were given the task of thinking up new challenges worthy of the Foundation's
awards. Following the group's recormncndation; a $1.4 million pri_ze new awaits -

| ‘ , _—
!i . anyone who comes up with a faster way to clean up oil spills from the ocean.

Througho.ut history, incentive prizes have been used to tackle a variety of preblems. In
1795, forinstance, Empéror I\?fapoiéon of France announced he would generously reward
0. the persdn who could find a way to preserve food for the army, an offer that led to the
iﬁvention of a canning process similar to the one used today. And in 1853,‘ the awards
given by the Ray Corpération for improveménts to Ameripan'trains included $400 for
more c_omfbrta’ple seats and $600 for better brakes. But the impact of incentive prizés
has often gone-bey'ond their originéi purpose. A recent study of the Royal Agriculturél
5 Society of England (RASE) fo'u'nd'that the awards it offered between 1839 and 1939
| for the 1nvent10n of specific types of farm machinery gave Tise to an impressive variety

- and a buge number - of additional aoncultural mvenﬂons as’ well

VIncentive prizes co'ntinue to generate -a wealth of creative ideas. One reason may

be that anyone can compete for a prize, and a great many people do. Last year, for
20" example, when the American 'co___mpa.ny“:S allotech offered $1 million for the solution’ _
- toaproblem that had stumped its own'éompﬁtef scientists, it received nearly 12,000 -
entries proposmﬁ a wide range of innovative solutions. The award u1t1mately went
to ateam of nine, none of whom were professmnals in the field of computers. This -

is less surprising than it might seem. In fact, a_Harvard University analysis of the

[oe}
L

results of dozens of competitions showed that participants from outsid'e" a specific -
field were much more likely to take the prize than people working in that field.
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Governments around the world have recently begun turning to meennve prizes,
sometimes joining in with private foundations. The pnzes are mamly ‘employed to
1n1t1a_te large projects.on both the natlonaL and the international levels. Concern has -
- 30 been voiced that this trend rmght cause the topics selected fo'f prizes — and even the
choice of the vﬁnne_rs — (o be affected by political considerations. On the whole,

; 'howev.er,' reactions have been favourable. Thomas Kalil, a science adviser to the
American president, acknowledges the pitfells of government involvement but argues
that the process of choosing topics for prizes forces officials to focus on the most -

35 important probiems And people in the fields of science, technology and industry
are delighted, of course, to see more money being channeled towards cultivating

innovative thinking.

(Adai)ted from "And the winner is...," Economist, August 5, 2014)

QUE STION (60 points) .
Answer questions 1-7 in English, accordlng to the amcle In questions 1 and 7, circle
the number of the correct answer. In the other quesuons follow the mstructlons. _

) 1. What was the croal of the Uroup that met in San Frane1sco’? (lmes 17
@ To suggest subjects for the Foundatmn sawards. . - _ ' -
(i) - To solve a challenge presented by the Founaanon - -
(1ii) To name the winner of the Foundatwn s award B
(v) To raise money for the Foundation's research. -
. . - : - (7 points)
-2, - What d.o we learn about incentive i)riz_es from lines 8-177. .
PUT A v BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
i i) They were first introdueed in France.
S 11) - They proved to be ueiefu.l.
e iii) ~ Each prize was meant to solve several problems. - |
........ iv)  Not all of them were cash prizes. _.
........ 'vj © Some of them h.ad unex_pected effects.
e 1) They have not been widely used.

(2x7=14 points)
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3. What did the incentive prizes offered by RASE and Sallotech have in common?

~ Base your answer on lines 14-22.

ANSWER: ..T?!.‘?.Y..%‘.’.!‘..‘?E?FE‘?..?!.YY.‘?.%‘.‘.?.‘?..!’I.?r.*??.t.!Y.‘?..ls!ﬁ?.s__......' ..........................

noo AIRY -Mmoon mawn| . : (8 POlﬂtS)

4.  Tn what way is.the Sallotech competition similar to most competitions analyzed in

the Harvard study? (lines 18-26)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

Tts wmners.....V.VEI...‘?..i.‘.ljg.l.l.l..?.l.l.t..s.l.g.‘?.xh.e.,ﬁ.?l.‘.i............;.'.....; ..... VU e o

noo1 ARI -MBOD1 MAWwN o (8 pomts)

'S5, What is the "trend" referred to line 307 . ‘
ANSWER: .9.‘.’?..‘.‘:?.‘.‘..‘.‘.‘.‘?.‘.‘.??.i‘f.‘?.‘.‘..‘!ﬁ'.‘..F..h.?..YX?I!P!‘..!!?X?.!’E?P.!!F.‘X.Pfg.l.l_!!..t.!!.r.n..l.!!g to.
_ incentive prizes (sometimes joining in with prlvate foundations). (8 points)

_ . . novl AR =MHOI MAWN
6. ' COMPLETE THE SENTENCE

Thomas Kahl explams why ..............................................................................

" | __ (8 points)
7. Which of the following points does the Writer-make?‘i'n-lines 27-377 o
) Incentlve prizes are used today mainly, by governments. -
(iiy . The potentiat of incentive pnzes has not been fully understood
’ ' Govemmen_t mvolvement in incentive prizes might be problematic.
(iv) -Gove_fnment ithlvemént“iﬁ- incentive priz,eé'is Ot NEW. '

" (7points)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (40 pomts)
Wnte 120-140 Words in Enghsh on the followmg toplc

WRITE IN ]NK(NOT IN PENCIL) PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION TO HANDWRITING.
MAKE' SURE YOU WRITE LEGIBLY AND TO THE POINT. '

oo

Your school newspaper has asked students to write on the following topic:

It has been suggested that public transportation should be free of charge™. Do you
agtee or disagree with this suggeshon"

- Wnte a passage for the neWSpaper, expressing your opmmn and explammg the

advantaoes and/ or dlsadvantaaes of the 1dea

! .;!nnbsn':.

Use'this page and the next (nos. 5-6) for writing a rough draft.

* free of charge - DPN/ il
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Write your final version here:
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3. They gave rise to an impressive variety of additional inventions.
N

They gave rise to a wide range of innovative solutions.

5. government involvement in incentive prizes.

6. the process of choosing topics for prizes is a good thing.



