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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS         (70 points) 

Read the article below and then answer questions 1-6. 

THE PULLMAN EFFECT  

Ever since the beginning of mass tourism, people have wanted someone to tell them where  

to go. For the last 23 years, hundreds of thousands of Americans have followed the advice of  

a travel writer named Rick Pullman. Pullman, the author of 25 travel guides, is the leading 

authority for American tourists looking for quiet, unspoiled vacation sites in Europe.  

 

 

Kate Harrison, a typical Pullman fan, was interested in a vacation far from the tourist crowd.  

She and her family were enchanted by Pullman's description of Gimmelwald, a tiny village  

in the Swiss Alps with incredible views and no cars. Pullman, an unusually gifted travel  

writer, reviews places like Gimmelwald in a style which is often funny and always charming.  

 

5 

Maybe too charming. Each year, the 140 villagers of Gimmelwald brace themselves for a 

flood of about 18,000 Americans. "In the beginning, we were worried about  having all  

these tourists here." Says Heidi Berger, who runs a small local hotel. "Now we're used to it,  

and do our best to make them feel at home." 

 

 

10 

One reason the invasion seems more bearable is Pullman's unique philosophy of tourism,  

which could be summarized as: Be positive. If something's not to your liking, change your 

liking. That's not the attitude you'd expect from the stereotypical tourist, but it is  

representative of those who arrive holding Pullman's guidebook. "We are a quiet farming 

community," says Berger, "and our visitors respect our way of life." Berger also noted with 

satisfaction the effect on the local economy, adding that Pullman is responsible for some  

90% of her own business. 

 

 

 

15 

 

  /3/המשך בעמוד 
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Pullman is aware that when his readers follow his advice these days, they are likely to find  

other tourists rather than the peace and quiet they are looking for. But  he has no regrets. "So 

many more Americans are now immersing themselves in foreign cultures," he says. "I'm  

proud to take credit for that." The locals are not complaining either. In fact, with income  

from tourism expected to drop some 20% this summer, many European destinations would  

not doubt wish for a bit more of the Pullman effect. 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

  
  
  

QUESTIONS (70 points) 

 

Answer questions 1-6 in English as instructed, according to the article.  

In question 4, circle the number of the correct answer.  

 

What do we learn from lines 1-4?  

PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. 

_________ i)  How Pullman became a travel writer.  

_________ ii)  Who reads Pullman's guidebooks. 

_________ iii)  Why Americans don't travel a lot.  

_________ iv)  Why Pullman isn't famous in Europe. 

_________ v)  What Pullman offers his audience. 

_________ vi) Why mass tourism is problematic. 
 

1. 

(2x8=16 points) 

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE 

In lines 5-8, the writer explains why Pullman's books _____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

(8 points) 

/4/המשך בעמוד   
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCE ACCORDING TO LINES 9-12 
 
According to Heidi Berger, there has been a change in the way the villagers 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. 

(9 points) 

Which of the following statements reflects Pullman's philosophy about tourism? Base your 

answer on lines 13-19.  

i) Behave naturally. 

ii) If you don't like it, go somewhere else. 

iii) The farther you travel, the better. 

iv) Learn to adapt. 

4. 

(10 points) 

Why are the tourists welcome in Gimmelwald?  Give ONE reason. (lines 13-19) 

 

ANSWER ________________________________________________________________ 

5. 

(9 points)  

Give ONE reason why Pullman's followers MIGHT enjoy a vacation in Gimmelwald, and 

one reason why they might NOT enjoy it. Base your answers on the information in the 

article. 

 

Why they MIGHT enjoy it: __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why they might NOT enjoy it: _______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. 

(2x9=18 points)  

/4/המשך בעמוד
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PART II: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM SPOKEN TEXTS        (30 points) 

Answer questions 7-12 according to the broadcast. In questions 10 and 12 follow the instructions. In 

the other questions, circle the number of the correct answer.  

(5 points for each correct answer.) 

EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA 

Linda mentions her childhood in order to explain (-).  

i) why she is attracted to cold places 

ii) how people live in cold places 

iii) why she loves to read about explorers 

iv) why she admires her father 

 

7. 

What does Linda mention regarding the expedition of Bancroft and Arnesen in 2002?  

i)  What the weather conditions were.  

ii)  How they prepared for it.  

iii) What motivated them. 

iv) How people reacted to it. 

 

8. 

Linda admires Ann Bancroft for her (-). 

i) physical strength 

ii) character 

iii) many successes  

iv) sensitivity 

 

9. 

How has Linda been preparing for her expedition to Antarctica? Give ONE way. 

 

ANSWER ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

/6/המשך בעמוד   

10. 
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What does Linda explain about her planned expedition?  

i) Why it will take at least 100 days. 

ii) Why it must be completed in 100 days.  

iii) Why it will be her last expedition. 

iv) Why she chose to go this year.  

 

11. 

How does the interviewer expect Linda to feel about going to Antarctica?  

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE (ONE WORD). 

 

He expects her to be ____________________________   

12. 

  ! ה ח ל צ ה ב

 

 

 
 


